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About the Phi Monthly

No, you aren’t mistaken... the phi quarterly is now a
monthly enewsletter, getting relevant information to you
sooner, more frequently and in a smaller package.

You are receiving this enewsletter because of your
affiliation with your local or state home builders
association, because you were a past client of phi design,
or because you signed up to be on the mailing list.

About Phi Design

the company

Phi design is a residential design firm owned and operated
by Kevin Slemp. Located in Edmond, Oklahoma, phi
design has been designing new homes, home remodels
and light commercial buildings all over Oklahoma since
2004. We have also worked with local builders to
customize and standardize their own plans in order to
streamline their projects, reducing the overall duration of
each project.

the services

For Home Owners

- New home design

- Home Remodel Design

- Site Planning/Landscape Design
For Builders

- Stock Plans

- Plan Customizing & Management

“The home should be the

treasure chest of living.”
- Le Corbusier




Devil’s in the Details, Part Il

In Part | of this article | dealt with making buildings look
right with regard to architectural elements and details. In
Part Il I'll deal with making buildings feel right.

There are many times that I've been working on a
design for a house and looked at the paper (or computer
screen) and said to myself, “Something is off here.” So |
move a few things around or change the room’s proportions
until I know that it will ‘work’. But what is it about the
adjusted design that works? Is it the entrance to the room?
Or is it the arrangements of the windows? Or maybe it's the
way the home’s site is experienced differently now that the
design has changed? The answer is ‘Yes', all of the above...
and then some.

A great resource for this topic is Patterns of Home by
Max Jacobsen, Murray Silverstein and Barbara Winslow.
After decades of research and multiple publications on this
topic, the authors have pinpointed and articulated The Ten
Essentials of Enduring Design (the book'’s subtitle).

| won'’t go into detail about each of the ten patterns, but
| would like to focus on a few: Patterns 3,6 & 5

Pattern #3: Sheltering Roof

For a long time roofs have been an afterthought in the
design process, just something more or less plopped on top
to finish off the home. However, more and more I'm noticing
this is becoming a thing of the past. The roof is something
that should be inhabited. That could mean anything from
putting in a bonus room with a couple of dormers, to simply
vaulting the ceiling and exposing the rafters. Roofs provide
many opportunities for creative living and I'm very pleased to
see builders and designers utilizing them now more than in
the past.
Pattern #6: The Flow Through Rooms
One of my pet peeves is when designers put a bedroom
door in the middle of a living room or dining room. Now |
know that there may be instances where there is no other
option (I'm even guilty myself), but for the most part this is
avoidable with a little creative thinking. And this scenario is
what my mind’s eye sees when | think of the “flow through
rooms”.
Every time we move from one room to another, that change
of location must be addressed in one of three ways: as an
arrival, a passage or a fransition. That is to say that it must
be set apart as an introduction to the space beyond, such as

an entry would be (arrival); or it must be bridged by a
(Continued on page 3)
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The Patterns of Home expressed in two phi
design projects

Healthy Home Television
(www.healthyhometv.com)

What’s Happening at Phi Design

* Phi Design is now the preferred source for:

-Cedar Land Homes

* Phi Design’s collection of Stock Plans

is always growing:

-Plans from 1500sf to over 5,000sf!

-Please call for info on stock plans, and look for
the launch of our web site dedicated to stock plan
sales, www.phiplans.com, coming this summer/fall

» Earning Certified Green Professional designation

from the NAHB.

* Current Projects:

-Remodel/addition in Steeple Chase (Edmond)
-Three new home designs for Timbercraft Homes
-One custom home for Two Structures Homes
-Addition of an office & garage wing to a home
built in1896 (Blackwell, OK)

*Recently Completed:

-Office Building for Jeff Click Homes (OKC)
-Remodel of Lake Home (Lake Hiwassee, OK)
-Kitchen/Dining Remodel near Nichols Hills, OK



http://www.healthyhometv.com/

Devil’s in the Details, Part Il (cont.)

hallway (passage — patterns 7 & 9 deal with this in more detail); or it must contain a “space to adjust from one experience to another™
(transition). And, no, a door simply slapped on a blank wall does not fall into any of these categories.

Homes designed and built with creative movement from room to room are homes that provide an experience for its occupants rather
than simply a place to inhabit. They are a giant step toward making the home a “treasure chest of living” (Le Corbusier).

Pattern #5: Parts in Proportion

| went out of order and saved this pattern for last because | believe it to be the most relevant and because this idea of proper
proportions was the driving force behind my company’s name — phi design.

| can’t tell you how many homes I've been that have had a small dining room with a towering ceiling, or a living room that was so long
and skinny that the furniture would never arrange properly, or a master suite that's large and spacious only to have a low, flat ceiling.
Nothing about these spaces feels right. In some cases - like the dining room with the overly tall ceiling — the space may have looked
perfectly fine on the floor plan. But without foresight and consideration given to the third dimension, the space is completely ruined.
Consideration to proportion must be given to other design decisions as well, such as door and window sizes (window placement also).
“In architecture, we sense proportion both in structural terms (The columns need to be thick enough to hold up the beams) and in
functional terms (the halls have to be wide enough to serve the various rooms)... In practical terms, this means shaping indoor and
outdoor rooms simply so that they can be felt as whole, enclosing spaces.”!

And | guess that brings us full-circle to where we started in Part I. Next month I'll be dissecting two of my recent projects (one
competed and the other still in drawing stages) by showing how these Patterns of Home were implemented in the designs.

[Jacobsen, Silverstein & Winslow] Patterns of Home: The Ten Essentials of Enduring Design (Newtown, CT: The Taunton Press, Inc., 2002)
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